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One of the scribes came near and heard [Jesus and the Sadducees] disputing with
one another, and seeing that [Jesus] answered them well, he asked him, “Which
commandment is the first of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the
Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31The
second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” 32Then the scribe said to him, “You are right,
Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no
other’; 33and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with
all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After
that no one dared to ask him any question.
The gospel of our Lord.

Reformation is upon us. Every year on Oct 31, in addition to Halloween, we celebrate
the small defiant act by a college professor in a backwater German town in 1517 that
changed Europe and Christianity forever. Martin Luther
posted his complaints about the church on a bulletin
board and people noticed. Europe exploded. And when
the dust settled, nothing was unaffected – culture,
politics, economics, and the practice of the Christian
faith.
Reformation is upon us. Today we give a nod to Martin
Luther and the protestant reformation, as we also
recognize that we are in the middle of a new worldwide
shake up of culture, politics, economics, and the practice of the Christian faith. Just as
in the 16th century, nothing will be left unchanged. We can’t avoid it. The change has
begun.
Did you know that currently there are more Lutherans
in Ethiopia than in Sweden, more Lutherans in
Indonesia and India than in Norway? US church
leaders are going to Tanzania to learn about
evangelism. Things are shifting. For the past year
and a half, the global pandemic has driven the
faithful out of our buildings and demanded that we

explore new ways to reach beyond ourselves. Questions of racial, gender and
economic justice are re-shaping all of us, but especially the church.
We are in the next great reformation – and heaven
help us, it’s a mess! The ways we imagined and
planned for the future even 2 years ago don’t work any
more. We’re not going back in time and who knows
what the world will look like even a year from now.
One of my favorite church leadership gurus, Susan
Beaumont, just published a book called, “How to lead
when you don’t know where you’re going.” – so true.
This week someone in the congregation sent me an article that nailed it, called My
Church Doesn’t Know What to Do Anymore.
We are in the next great reformation. In the mix, the muddle, the messiness of cultural,
economic, political and churchwide change. This week, as I considered reformation-then and now -- I started thinking “reform” or “reformation” is not the right word. Reform
means: to improve what is wrong, broken, or unsatisfactory. We are waaaaaaaay past
fixing what is broken. Reform doesn’t work. So, I started thinking about some other “re”
words besides reform, like restore, renew, recommit, reawaken, revive, recreate,
reinvigorate. They are all words that recognize that something has been lost -- and that
something new is possible. These words are full of energy and hope: restore, renew,
recommit, reawaken, revive, recreate, reinvigorate. This morning I’ve chosen 3 “re”
words to think about on our journey through this modern reformation.
The first is remember. Remember who we are. There
must be something that we bring from the past into this
brave new world. Some spiritual center, some core that
guides us in the chaos. For that I say, remember who
we are.
We are human, which means mortal, limited, fallible.
We do not have all the answers. We break. We get tired and confused and sometimes,
with the best of intentions we go off in the wrong direction. We all want to be God… in
control, knowing everything, all powerful. But we’re not. We were not created to rule
the world, but to be in relationship with God and with each other. Remember who we
are with humility, we can’t fix this – but there is one who can.
Which brings me to the second thing we need to
remember. We are a sons and daughters of God.
To quote 1st Peter, “You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.” Yes, we are human. And we are held by the
God who loves us. God is bringing us to the best
possible future. The Spirit is working through you. Really. Even a small act can
change the world. Ask Martin Luther about that. Remember you are a human who is

gifted and guided by God. Be humble. Watch for the signs, listen to the shifts within
yourself -- you will feel it when the Spirit is working. Pay attention. You will see the next
step.
Remember who you are. My 2nd “re” word is Reconnect.
Jesus told us this morning to “Love the Lord your God
with everything that you are, and to love your neighbor…
literally it’s ‘love your neighbor’s life as you love your own
life’.” Reconnect with God and each other. That is the
heart of what we were created for – relationships. It is
the heart of God’s reign – to live in love with God and
each other.
And yes, that is hard to do in these days. It feels like God is silent amid so much
suffering. The virus pulls us apart. We forget how to be together. It seems like we’ve
all enclosed ourselves in pods and can’t figure out how to reach out to people who
aren’t like me. But we were created to care for each other. We need each other. Even
the grumpy people we disagree with. Even the people we don’t understand. We were
meant to be in relationship. In this time of new reformation, as we ty to figure out what
is next, can we work on reconnecting re- forming relationships with God and those
around us. Jesus says there is no command that is greater.
Remember, reconnect, and I was going to make the
last word reform, but like I said, that’s not strong enough.
We’re not going back. I think I’ll choose to watch for
Resurrection. That seems to fit where we are much
better. We have known death. We are grieving – so
many people dying worldwide from the virus. So many
traditions, livelihoods, dreams have died. We need
someone to bring us back to life.
Friends, we are people of resurrection. Claimed by a
God who created order out of chaos, who brought people out of slavery, out of exile, out
of occupation into a new era. We are marked and bound to the Christ who was raised
from the dead. We are baptized by the Spirit who continually raises us up to new life.
In the mess of these days, when we can’t see what will happen next, we can watch in
trust for God to make all things new – That’s what God does.
It is Reformation Sunday, and we are welcoming in a new reformation. Everything’s up
for grabs. We don’t know what will be. But we are still – and always -- God’s holy
people – remember who you are. We are connected with God and neighbors –
reconnect wherever you can. And God is, even now, re-forming us into something
new. So watch for resurrection – it is coming. Amen.

