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The holy gospel according to Luke.
15As

the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all
of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21Now

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.
Across the street from US Bank stadium, in downtown Minneapolis, there is a
church. Most people don’t see that church driving by 6th and Chicago, but every
Saturday, something wondrous happens there. Abundant grace happens as 100
families are given food for the week
On New Year’s Day, a few Immanuel members joined the dozen or so volunteers
there. We arrived at ten, set up tables, and packed 100 bags of staples: Paper
towels, toilet paper, cleaners, and a bag of rice. Those were put outside on a
table to make it easy to carry them to people’s cars. Did I mention that it was 4
below that morning? Nobody seemed to care. After that we sorted fresh foods
donated by Trader Joe’s: beautiful vegetables and fruits (there were persimmons

– have you ever had a persimmon?) cheeses, pre-made
meals and breads. All laid out on tables. Finally, we
put out diapers… lots of diapers.
By then cars had lined up from the parking lot down
the street. The leader brought all the volunteers
together and said, “We are a community of
abundance. There is enough for everyone. We don’t
tell people what their families want. They’re all different. Some are living in their
cars. Some are in very crowded apartments. Some only need a little. They know
better than we do. We give them a bag and say, “Take what you need. There’s
enough.”
And they did – As they came in the volunteers called them by name, chatted with
them. They filled their bags, told us how many bags of staples or diapers they
needed and then the next people came in. Every once in a while, there was
someone who was stocking up. The director had warned us that some of her
folks came from places of scarcity. War torn countries, places of deep need
where you did what you could to survive. “They haven’t learned yet,” she said,
“what it means to have enough. We don’t stop them. We just invite them to
share.” And so, a few at a time, all the families came through the church,
received what they needed, and went home. In the end, there were 6 boxes of
food left over. There was truly enough.
I learned something that day. I learned what a community of abundance looks
like. Where there is enough to go around. Where people are known and
respected, and they in turn were willing to share. It reminded me of the bible
story about God’s people as slaves under
Pharaoh – where there was never enough time,
never enough food, never enough straw. Then
they went through the waters of the Red Sea,
and came into a new land, where God provided
manna every single day. Just enough for the
day. And over a generation, they learned to
trust in God’s faithfulness. Trust that there was
enough. They became a community of
abundance.

That story and the New Years’ experience helped me
read today’s Gospel differently. Luke writes, “Now
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”
Now when all the people were baptized.” All the people. This experience of
being baptized, this going through the waters, brings us all into a community of
God’s faithfulness. We are changed. We see the world differently – through the
eyes of abundance.
Just before today’s reading when John was preaching to the people, they asked,
“What should we do?” He said, “Whoever has two
coats share those who have none; and whoever has
food -- do the same.” To the tax collectors he said,
“Don’t collect more than you should.” To the soldiers
he said, “Don’t extort money and be satisfied with
your wages.” What does that sound like to you?
Like having enough? Like a community of
abundance, perhaps?
This Pandemic, and everything else going on has invited us into fear, into scarcity.
– There are not enough resources, not enough people to work in jobs, not enough
safety, not enough hope that this will end. But we are the baptized. We have
crossed through the water from pharaoh’s place of scarcity into a community of
abundance and we say, “NO!” We choose to trust God’s faithfulness. We choose
to share what we have. We choose to be community together.
This past week I met with Kelly Stone, the chaplain
at Macalester College, to learn what she’s seeing in
this community. While we were talking, she said,
“You know, we have some folks in music ensembles
who would love a chance to share their music in a
church.” I thought, “We have a church – and folks

who love music.” “Later she said, “We have international students who come
from places that are warm. They’ve never experienced winter, and when it gets
to be November, they discover they need a coat. I thought, “We have coats, and
gloves and hats. We can share.” And she said, there are students who are leery
of churches, even afraid of them. I would love to find a couple faith communities
that would come here and maybe offer a simple contemplative prayer service. I
thought, “We pray. We embrace silence.” All through the conversation it felt
like sharing what we both have – resources, space, opportunity – abundance.
That is what the community of the baptized is about.
But it’s more than that. Luke writes: When all the people were baptized and when
Jesus was baptized. When Jesus was baptized.
We are a community of abundance with Jesus –
Jesus, the God who got into the muddy water of
the Jordan river – to be with us. Jesus who
walked from community to community providing
healing and food and hope and abundance. Jesus
who faced down those who profited from scarcity,
fear & power. Jesus who refused to become like
them even if it meant his life. We are a
community of abundance with Jesus who rose from the dead to fill us with
enough life, enough hope, enough of God’s presence that we can be abundance
for the world. We aren’t just connected in a community of abundance, we are
connected to God who calls us from death to life, who provides for us in pure
grace, who invites us to share, and who names us beloved sons and daughters of
God.
The world might seem awful right now: frightening and confusing. We are
surrounded by voices of scarcity. But we know this: we are the beloved, baptized
people of God. We are a community of abundance who trust in God’s provision.
We have enough and we are enough, so we can share with a needy world. Amen.

