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Dear Immanuel Friends,
I’m excited to introduce to you The Vine, our new quarterly magazine. As
this is our debut issue, we have mailed every household a printed copy. Future editions will be emailed and posted online, with a few printed copies
available at the church and, by request, via mail. Look for issues in midMay, mid-August and mid-November.
The idea to create a publication that focuses on stories, people and how
faith shows up in our lives came long before the pandemic, but we didn’t
feel the push to act until covid-19 fractured our community. We need connection today more than ever, yet we still face many barriers. It feels like we
don’t know each other anymore. My great hope is that we can use The Vine
to connect.
At my parents’ lake cabin, we are always fighting a battle against wild
grapevines that overtake the smaller trees and bushes. As I cut and tug each
vine, loosening its hold on tree limbs, I’m amazed at how one plant can
reach so far and even blanket the tree. Jesus is our Vine, and His reach is
everywhere because we are the branches, getting life from Him and bringing our faith into our own worlds. This one plant creates an interconnected
system: our faith community.
It’s not an accident that I also think of The Vine as a grapevine — as in, that
amazing news-spreading mechanism of any connected community. The C4
Celebrations are meant to be our grapevine. We need a place to share our
news and our accomplishments and to acknowledge others’ good work. I
hope you will share what’s good in your life, too. We want to celebrate with
you.
If you have a story to tell or an idea to share, please let me know.
May God bless this venture and may Jesus’s vine extend far into our community.

— Emily

February 2022
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
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Living out my faith

Ready for God’s ‘amazing plans’
We are excited to introduce newly installed Council President Jeff Schmidt
as our first “Living out my faith” contributor. Jeff is an elder law attorney
with Schmitz, Schmidt & Anderson PA
where he works with families to
“untangle the complicated system of
health care and health care financing
when a loved one struggles with a
chronic disease or disability.” He also
guides people as they plan ahead
through wills, trusts, powers of attorney and other estate planning.
The following responses are lightly
edited.

Get to know Jeff Schmidt
Family: wife, Berit Nelson; children
Anna and Otto, freshmen at St. Olaf
College
How long at Immanuel: 25 years
Roles in ILC community: Council
president, assisting minister,
Cantorei choir member
Favorite annual event: Easter Vigil
when we open the doors to the
sanctuary and process in to brass
and bells and singing

I enjoy the combination of being a legal technician while
also giving my clients a clear understanding of the choices
available to them.

read it every day. That promise, that our God will always
keep our heads above water, helps me through the sometimes-overwhelming workload, the bad news I sometimes
need to deliver and the difficult stories I listen to every day
from clients facing hard realities.

What would you say are the gifts/talents that you bring to
your work?

What could your church community do to support you in
the work you do?

Over many years of practice, I have learned how to present
complicated ideas in ways that help clients understand:
starting from their point of view and leading them through
a planning process in a learning style that works best for
them. I did not know that I would be a teacher when I started practicing law, but to my great surprise, I have come to
enjoy the tutoring I do for each family more than anything
else about my practice.

Immanuel already supports my work; the caring community at church is an unwavering example of the way I want to
interact with and treat my clients and their families. I am
not always popular because I have to make my clients face
difficult realties, but the support of my faith community
keeps me centered in a place of respect and concern even
when their frustration is pointed at me.

What do you find satisfying/fulfilling in your work?

Tell about a time you felt you made a difference for
someone.
I have never had that “big case” that completely changed a
client’s life. Instead, I have the privilege of seeing the
small relief clients feel every day when we map out a plan
of action to face a tough situation. I get to provide my clients with the tools to see themselves through tough times,
and that is pretty satisfying.
When you must make difficult decisions or unpopular
choices, where do you turn for support?
Some time ago Chris Cherwien quoted a verse from Isaiah
to the choir that says, “The rivers they shall not overwhelm
you.” I have it printed on a slip of paper on my desk and

Pivoting to your role as ILC council president: What are
you looking forward to in the coming year?
I am excited to see the ways Immanuel will emerge in the
coming year. We have maintained a faith community that
is present and supportive even through the isolation of this
pandemic. I feel God has amazing plans for this resilient
crew as we slowly move back into connections within our
walls and, even more so, in the world around us.
What is something you would like the people of Immanuel
to know?
I would like anyone in the congregation with an idea, an
experience, or a complaint to know that they can approach
me any time (well, maybe not while the choir is singing) to
give voice to their concerns and joys.

February 2022
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Seasons of the Church Year: Lent and Easter

How to accept this invitation
Worship
Ash Wednesday worship: March 2, 7 pm
Lent 1-5 Sunday worship: March 6–April 3,
9:30 am
Palm Sunday worship: April 10*
Good Friday worship: April 15*
The Great Vigil of Easter: April 16, 6 pm
Easter worship: April 17*

Our Lenten theme, Full to the Brim, is an invitation—into
a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation
to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and
injustice at every turn, to pour out even more grace
wherever it is needed. When we allow ourselves to be
filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills
over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes
and flows, touching everything in its path.
— from A Sanctified Art, sanctifiedart.org

You’re invited to enter this Lent in a way that gives you
life and helps you refocus. Options on this page may not
work right now, and that’s OK. If you need help finding a
practice that fits your life, ask ministry staff.

*Times to be determined

Devotions on your own
• Daily: Beginning with Ash Wednesday, use the

daily devotional cards to expand and deepen
your spiritual walk through Lent. You can print
a set or request that we email or text you the
card’s message and prayer each day. Sign up
using our online form or call the church office.
• Weekly: The devotional booklet offers com-

mentary, poetry, visual art and written reflections. Contact the office to request a copy.

Small-group discussions
Gather in person or virtually at a time and frequency that works
for your group. We’ll organize you and get you started.
• Book groups: Good Enough: 40ish Devotions for a Life of Im-

•
•
•
•

perfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie; Liturgy of the
Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren; Entering the Passion of
Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine; How God Works by David DeSteno
“Full to the Brim” weekly devotional
Praying together
Daily devotion cards texting group
Simply Lutheran learning group
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Serving Our Neighbors

Bring your appetite
or a vat of your favorite chili
In a brainstorming session, the Immanuel staff was discussing ways we could make use of our parking lot. Shivering as the church heating system lagged, we dreamed of
warming our hands around a steaming bowl of chili.
Boom: Chili Fest was born!
The details:
11:30 am Sunday, March 27, in Immanuel’s parking lot
Anyone can bring a pot of chili to share. Serve it out of the back
of your vehicle or set up a table.
We’ll provide general fixings — cheese, sour cream, hot sauce,
etc. — bread, bowls and utensils and beverages.
Attendees can choose to eat as many bowls as they dare!
This isn’t a competition, but there will be prize drawings for both
the chili makers and the eaters.
All donations collected at the event will go toward Minnesota
FoodShare’s March Campaign. Questions: contact Emily King

What is FoodShare Month
and why do we participate?
The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign brings together people across the
state “to help stock and support the capacity of nearly 300 food shelves,” its website
says. “We envision a future where all Minnesotans have access to healthy food and
no one struggles with food insecurity. This
initiative directly addresses these issues.”
Immanuel participates each year because one
of our social action priorities is addressing
hunger and food insecurity. Jesus set the example with food at the center of many of the
stories, and in Matthew 25 he says God’s
kingdom will welcome those who fed the hungry and cared for the stranger for all are God’s
beloved children.
Our donations directly benefit the food shelves
of Keystone Community Services. Watch
News & Notes for details of a possible financial match.

How to Donate to the FoodShare Campaign
Collection dates: Feb. 27–April 10
Attend Chili Fest: Suggested minimum donation of $5/person
Funds by check or cash: Put it in the offering plate or mail it to ILC with a note or
memo “for Keystone Food Shelf”
Funds online: Go to ilcsp.org/give or use the QR code at right
Nonperishable goods: Place them in the wooden bin in the Gathering Space

February 2022
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From the Church Kitchen: Healthy Chicken Chili
1½ lb. boneless, skinless chicken breasts
1 c. chicken broth
2 14-oz. cans fire-roasted diced tomatoes
1 8-oz. can tomato sauce
1 14-oz. can corn, rinsed and drained
1 14-oz. can black beans, rinsed and drained
1 red bell pepper, finely chopped
1 jalapeño, seeds and ribs removed, finely
chopped
½ yellow onion, finely chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced
¾ Tbsp. ground cumin
1½ tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. dried oregano
Salt and pepper, to taste
4 oz. reduced-fat cream cheese
Garnish:
Fresh cilantro
Sour cream
Tortilla chips

Directions:
1) Place chicken breasts and broth in a slow cooker. Add tomatoes, sauce, corn,
beans, bell pepper, jalapeño, onion, and garlic. Add spices and stir everything
together.
2) Cook on high for 3 hours.
3) Remove chicken breasts to a bowl. Shred chicken with 2 forks.

Chili Nostalgia
The period between New
Year’s and Lent is a special time on the church
calendar: chili and mac
’n’ cheese cookoff time!
(You weren’t going to say
Epiphany, were you?)
In this Wednesday evening tradition, Immanuel’s
chefs put their best recipes
to the test and faced tough
judging by a discerning
crowd. The winner received the coveted cookoff towel and an emptied
pot to take home.
In remembrance, we share
Linda Carlson’s winning
chili recipe.

4) Return chicken to cooker and add cream cheese. Stir. Cover and cook 15–20
minutes more, until cheese is melted. Serve with garnishes.

Staff reflections: Emily King

God’s heroes don’t have to be super or perfect
Queen Esther is one of the heroes we
have been studying in Sunday morning faith formation. If you don’t know
her story, she was selected out of a
bevy of beautiful girls to be King
Xerxes’ new queen, after his first
queen refused to dance for his buddies.
Esther hid the fact that she was Jewish
until she learned of a plot by the
king’s evil advisor to kill all the Jewish people in the kingdom. She risked
her life to make the king aware of the
situation and saved her people.
Esther was a brave hero, but remember that she hid her identity at first.
When her cousin Mordechai first

asked her to approach the king, she
said no. Her cousin persisted, speculating that God put her in this position
to help her people.
It took Mordechai’s persuasion, a solid plan and lots of prayer for Esther to
say yes and trust in God’s purpose for
her.
Others we studied in January and February had flaws, too. Elijah ran scared
from Jezebel and whined to God about
how hard his life was. Paul had a pretty bad attitude about women and originally was known for hunting down
and killing Christians. Only Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego were blameless in their story, bravely facing a

fiery death for not bowing to an idol.
Even so, none of the heroes were heroic on their own. They were all ordinary people whom God called to bigger things and empowered to serve
God.
So what prevents God from calling us
to be God’s heroes? Like all of these
men and women, with God’s help we
can choose to do hard things. We can
have courage to identify ourselves
(and others) as God’s children. We
can trust that God is with us always.
Emily is the director of children &
family ministry
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Coming up

Summertime Adventures
VBS now a day camp,
evening family event
Get ready for Faith & Science Adventures! — a day camp for kids who
have completed grades 2–8.
We’re partnering again with Pilgrim
Lutheran Church and inviting our
church neighbors Fairmount Avenue
United Methodist and Macalester
Plymouth United to join us, too.
Faith & Science Adventures! — running June 13–17 — will delve into
some of the sticky questions kids have
about believing in God and believing
in science. We’ll also learn about
God’s amazing creation (including
us!) and how we can care for it. All
along, we’ll hear from scientists in the
field who are living their faith.
Continued on Page 9

Archive photo

Immanuel youth traveled to Atlanta, GA, for the 2003 ELCA Youth Gathering.

Youth trips offer new spaces to meet God
During the pandemic, our youth have
modeled resilience and hope amid a
number of disappointments, cancelations, and changes. Unfortunately,
another event has been canceled due,
in part, to covid-19’s continued presence: the ELCA’s national Youth
Gathering.

Celebrate commUnity! at Immanuel’s Music & Arts Camp, August 8–
12, for kids who will complete K–8
by this summer.
Tuition is $175 for the week; siblings get a $50 discount.
This year’s electives feature ukulele, Nigerian dance, gamelan, script
writing, sculpture and handbells/
Orff instruments.
Go to ilcsp.org/imac to register.

This massive event, which draws
30,000–40,000 youth together every
3 years, had already been postponed a
year. It was to have been in Minneapolis.
But you won’t hear much moaning or
gnashing of teeth from our crew.
Youth ministry director Michelle
Stillwell already has something new
in the works, and like many youth
trips of the past, it promises to provide meaningful experiences and lasting memories.

Finding faith in adventures
Trips like the Gathering often bring
new understanding to one’s faith and
relationship with God.
Ashley (DuBay) Mishek attended the
2003 Gathering in Atlanta. It was one
of many events she attended with the
youth group yet its impact stood out.
“It refreshed my mindset of faith —
there were so many youth sharing
their faith journeys and supporting
each other,” she said. “It brought me
closer to those like-minded friends
who I still rely on today.”
She added, “Working the Lutefisk
suppers as a fundraiser was worth
it :)”
Whether doing service projects in
Continued on Page 18
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Faith and finance

CC7: It’s time to celebrate
Get ready to Rejoice! Immanuel’s mortgage debt is almost gone!
The Capital Campaign 7 (CC7) team is gearing up for a campaign that
positions us for new beginnings, both in our own building and in our
community.
CC7 kicks off Sunday, March 6. Commitment Sunday is April 10.
CC7 is focused on 3 M’s: mortgage, maintenance, and mission.
The mortgage debt comes from our ambitious renovation in the mid2000s that, in part, turned an empty courtyard into our Gathering
Space. We expect to pay off the mortgage in 2023. Said CC7 co-chair
Penny Norquist, “This is a big deal. People have been working under
the weight of this mortgage.”
These spaces, nearing 20 years old, and other parts of our building
need on-going care so they can continue to support our ministries.
Maintenance includes large must-do projects like roof repair and
smaller updates.
The mission is a commitment to support the Saint Paul Area Synod’s
Planting Hope campaign (see sidebar).
CC7 positions us to flourish as we emerge from the pandemic, Penny
said. We can focus our energy more fully on ministry, without worrying about how we’ll care for our aging building. What possibilities
will this present for us?
We ask for your prayers and your dreams as we launch this campaign.

Day camp
Continued from Page 8

We’re working on a number of field trips for the week,
with a goal of putting our learning into action in several
ways. The camp will cost more than our VBS weeks of the
past, since it will be full day, but we will keep fees affordable and offer financial assistance.
Because of the topics and full-day schedule, Faith & Science Adventures! is not age-appropriate for our younger
friends. But we don’t want to leave them out, and we’re
really excited to provide an evening family camp for kids
in preK–grade 2 and their families. We’ll eat, play, pray,
and learn together. Dates and times are still in the planning
stage.
VBS started over a century ago to keep idle kids off the
streets and busy learning scripture during the summer.

Planting Hope
The Saint Paul Area Synod’s Planting Hope
campaign has 4 aims: to invite, to renew, to
raise up, and to invest. Like our capital campaign, Planting Hope aims to address congregational needs today and strengthen ministry’s future.
A major component of the
campaign is
investing in the
East Side of St.
Paul. $1 million
will fund the
expansion of a
preschool that
specializes in
working with children who’ve experienced
trauma.
You can learn more about Planting Hope at
bit.ly/PlantingHopeCampaign.

Early programs ran 7 weeks! As VBS became a staple of
Christian churches all over the U.S., its focus shifted to fun
with a healthy dose of faith. Many kids who didn’t have
church homes first learned the Good News in this way.
In 2019, the Immanuel-Pilgrim partnership offered an afternoon add-on to the traditional morning VBS, focusing
on going out and serving our community. Families loved it,
but its format created scheduling issues and didn’t allow us
time to reflect after each project.
A cohesive day was needed, with flexibility for field trips
and service projects and lots of questions and reflection
time. But we didn’t want to lose the wacky fun of VBS.
Faith & Science Adventures! will (we hope) cover all the
bases. We are excited to explore this way to do ministry.
Registration for Faith & Science Adventures! and the family camp will open in March. Watch News & Notes and our
other communications channels for updates.
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Competence
Caring
Helping others directly
Choices
Making choices that reflect your faith
Change
Working to make the world a better place
Using your gifts in ways that honor God

elebrate
what our community is doing!

Luminous Views
Immanuel’s resident artist Chillon Leach has
been busy creating new work from the ILC basement art studio. The new watercolor series,
“Luminous Landscapes,” can be viewed in person at the Dow Art Gallery, 2242 University
Ave. W in St. Paul, now through March
31. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Sunday, 11 am–
5:30 pm. The painting series was created using
genuine gemstone watercolors and ink on paper. Other artists’ work is also available for
viewing in this lovely art gallery.

Submitted photo

Award-Winning Canine

Reprinted with permission from artist

Linda Tantzen’s show dog Richie won Select on January 9 at the
Land O’Lakes Kennel Club Dog Show in St. Paul and earned
points toward the Grand Championship. Select Dog means
Richie was one of the top shelties at the show! Linda is one of
our dedicated faith formation and VBS volunteers and a 3rdgeneration Immanuel member!

Noted:
• Audrey King was the top individual this year in her

division of the Minnesota Junior High Math League.
• Dylan Robey passed her written driver’s test and is

putting in her behind-the-wheel practice.
• Peter Hansen directed the “hilarious whodunnit musi-

cal mystery” The Mystery of Edwin Drood at St. Olaf
College. The show ran Feb. 11–13.
• Savannah Switzer wrapped up her role of Frog at Stag-

es Theatre Company’s production of The North Star.
This was Savannah’s fifth appearance with the company.
• Henry King advanced to the FIRST LEGO League

state tournament with his elementary school team.

• Penelope Hansen performed in St. Paul Central High

School’s annual winter cabaret, “Together Again.”
• Freshmen Anna and Otto Schmidt and sophomore Lily

Mitzel made the St. Olaf College Dean’s List for the
Fall 2021 semester.
• Erin Franke has traded her softball jersey for track

shoes and has started strong as a distance runner for
Macalester College. In addition, she has secured a spot
this summer with the Minnesota Twins as a research
fellow.
• Immanuel Music & Arts Camp instructor Ben Abra-

hamson has joined the faculty at MacPhail Center for
Music, teaching guitar.

February 2022
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Concert Honors and an Adventurous Journey
By Barb Columbus
Handbell ringers Christine and Loren
Danielson, Marlene Johnshoy, Jan
Johnshoy, John Toso, Karen Osen,
David Stark, Mark Thompson, Kelley
Wells and I were honored to ring in a
selection sung by the National Lutheran Choir at their Christmas Festival
concerts at the Basilica in Minneapolis
on Dec. 10 and 11, 2021. (We are so
grateful to director Chris Cherwien for
this EXTRAORDINARY experience!)
We practiced with the choir several

times that week. Loren and Christine
transported the bells. The rest of us
carpooled. EASY, yes, very convenient. EXCEPT this story changed
drastically on Dec. 10, the first day of
our concerts.

and me at our homes, so with the accumulated snow after the concert, we
wouldn’t have to shovel our cars out
of the Immanuel parking lot. Mark,
that was smart advice! Our driver was
surely thinking ahead with a PLAN!

We had been listening to the weather
report closely because the forecast
predicted SNOW, and lots of it, beginning in the afternoon and continuing
through the evening. How are we going to handle this situation? Mark
called me at 11:30 am that day and
offered to pick up Marlene, Kelley,

The snow started early in the afternoon, so the drive to the Basilica was
a piece of cake. BUT after the concert,
at 9:30 pm, inches of snow had fallen.
Walking to his SUV, Mark commented, “Oh, my SUV has 4-wheel-drive.”

Continued on Page 17

Winter Warriors
Immanuel youth are embracing the
Minnesota winter by racing and skiing
on their middle-school and high-school
Nordic and Alpine ski teams: Micah
Danielson, Kiera Kelly, Eliza Mitzel,
Ani Hoiland, Lily Sheldon, Lael Hippen, Tarq Johnson, Emme Arbuckle,
and Steian Johnson. Congratulations to
Micah for earning All-Conference honors and for qualifying for the Nordic
state tournament in the boy’s pursuit!

Double Debut

Food-packing Partners
On January 28, a group of 16 children, youth and parents from Immanuel
and Pilgrim Lutheran Church gathered at Every Meal in Roseville to pack
bags full of meal ingredients. Together with other volunteers, they packed
well over 2,000 bags of food! Every Meal currently distributes bags at 460
schools in Minnesota and western Wisconsin, giving families a reliable
way to feed kids during weekends and other days when school is not in
session. Thank you to Laura and Jack Walter, Emily and Audrey King and
Wesley Norquist for being Hunger Fighters!

Tickner sisters Ellie and Hazel will be
performing in Seussical the Musical
with the Minnesota JCC Capp Center
St. Paul Theater Program. Showtimes
are March 3 and 5 at 6 pm and March
16 at 1 pm. Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased at www.stpauljcc.org/
programs/children-teens/all-childrenstheater/. Masks are required.
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Immanuel: 150 years

Archive photos

The 1950s addition created basement space for performing and dining. The stained-glass windows visible behind the musicians
(photo at left, taken in 2004) were moved to the newly built East Lounge in 2006 (photo at right).

An ever-adapting space
By Judie Prayfrock
Did you know that Immanuel once had a courtyard, and
there was a kitchenette in the Pine Room?
In 1925, the original small chapel at the corner of Snelling
and Goodrich avenues was removed and the church we
lovingly call “Immanuel” was built over the existing basement. It is a Gothic-style design. The exterior walls are of
hollow Danville brick and cast stone trim. The Altar Room
to the south of the chancel was fitted with a sink and cupboards and an outside exit to the alley was installed.
Various church groups got behind the beautifying of the
church. The Ladies Aid raised $800 for the beautiful eastward-facing stained glass window of Christ’s Ascension
surrounded by angels and disciples. Additional stained
glass windows were donated by congregation members and
the Junior League (junior high school group). The wroughtiron light fixtures were donated by the Loyal Workers. Organ pipes for the new Paige organ were donated by the
Senior League (high school group) who sold pipes at $10
apiece, raising $3,000.
Decades passed. In 1951, the Messenger announces:
“Church Expansion Plans Approved.” In 1952, the cornerstone is laid for the expansion toward Snelling Avenue.
Lots of thought goes into this expansion. The chancel (the
area around the altar) was extended four feet into the nave
(the main part of the church where the congregation sits). A

Archive photo

The view from Snelling in 1952.

new pulpit, a new baptismal font with a wrought iron rail,
an enlarged altar rail and additional pews were added to the
back of the nave and to the south-facing side transept. All
of this provided much-needed space for our growing congregation, increasing the seating from 200 to over 400 worshippers.
Off the new Narthex (that area at the back of the sanctuary,
along Snelling), office space to the north was created for
the pastor and to the south for the church secretary (present
-day library).
Continued on Page 13
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Send Your Immanuel
History Stash!
We are diligently collecting information that will inform a written
history of Immanuel covering our
150 years. We’re searching
through the church records and
files, but much is missing. We particularly need annual reports prior
to 1989. We have some, but many
are missing. We're also interested
in any records, reports, and
minutes from committees that
people have retained. Photos
(labeled, please) of church activities and church directories prior to
1967 are also welcome.
Archive photo

Undated photo showing the sanctuary after the 1950s updates. Note the seating in the
transept at the right of the picture and the railing around the altar.

Building updates
Continued from Page 12

Upstairs a balcony, a choir room, and
Sunday School space with 5 rooms
(8’x15’ each) were added. A multipurpose room called the Pine Room
was outfitted with a kitchenette and
used by the women of the church and,
on Sunday mornings, as the primaryage Sunday School opening worship
area. The organ was moved to the balcony.
The nave and chancel were redecorated by Sverre Hanssen. The balcony
was enhanced with the Bible verse
“Whosoever would be great among
you, let him be the servant of all.”
Matthew 20:26.
In the basement, a 20x30’ stage area
was created on the west end in the
basement. The extension doubled the
banquet space (now Fellowship Hall)
to serve 250 people. The 12’x6’ addition to the kitchen envisioned many

future Immanuel gatherings! Scout
Troop 38 contributed money for the
paneling and ornamental fireplace for
the Scout room, which is located on
the west end of the Fellowship Hall.
The Women’s Guild carpeted the new
sanctuary with a red rug. Immanuel —
God With Us — was ready to celebrate Christmas!
In 1959, the Messenger announces:
“Plans for expanding again are afoot
at Immanuel.” 400 families are asked
to purchase loan certificates to finance
the parish education wing. In 1961,
the Parish Education Wing was dedicated. It provided 26 classrooms, offices, a pastor’s study, the woman’s
lounge (now West Lounge), and the
Fireside Room (now Music Room).
All of this was designed around a
courtyard. Over the years the courtyard held plants and flowers, a mother
mallard raised her ducklings, and 4and 5-year-olds enjoyed playtime in
this safe environment.

We want to carefully store and
inventory Immanuel’s documents,
make things readily accessible, and
continue to add to the archives.
Please contact either of us:
Ann Derr
annderr@gmail.com
(651) 335-3233
Peggy Johnson
m-john@umn.edu
(651) 298-0121

Immanuel’s more recent renovation,
in 2005-6, closed in the courtyard and
fully bridged the worship and education spaces. Construction brought the
East Lounge, Gathering Space, and
Lower Commons. The administrator’s
office moved and expanded. The parking lot entryway provided convenient
access to the building.
Immanuel’s congregation has responded to the needs of our parishioners, our neighbors, and the world, truly embodying the words on our balcony: “Let him be the servant of all.”
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Faith in the community

Examine policing
through a faith lens
Conversations will be shared with Commissioner
Harrington as state weighs path forward
The headlines keep coming about law enforcement in Minnesota: The federal trial of police officers involved in
George Floyd’s death. The no-knock warrant that lead to
Amir Locke’s death. Treatment of journalists during protests. Student walkouts and downtown demonstrations.

look at the values that come into play and the hard decisions that might be made through the lens of Christian
scriptures and theology.

Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Unitarian and Native
communities across Minnesota are gathering for these conWe’re left wondering, “What do we do?” To stand idly by
versations. This is a discussion — not a search for soluseems un-Jesus-like, yet protests and petitions don’t seem
tions. All ideas and opinions will be welcome. After the
to be enough.
conversation, notes will be sent to
Commissioner of Public Safety John
Proverbs 31:8 says, “Speak out for
Harrington. He will use this inforThis is a chance for
those who cannot speak, for the
mation to inform training and procerights of all the destitute,” and Micah
dures of officers, discussions about
faith
communities
6:8 asks, “What does the Lord repolicy at the legislature and national
quire of you but to do justice, and to
to have a voice.
conversations about public safety.
love kindness, and to walk humbly
This is a chance for faith communiwith your God?” Indeed, we are
ties to have a voice.
called to do something.
The first conversation will be led on
Out of this comes the Building the
How to participate
Zoom by Ray Peterson and Pastor
Beloved Community Public Safety
Immanuel will host its first of 3
Cindy. See the info box for the link
Project, a partnership between Interconversations on Sunday, Feb. 27,
to register, and a Zoom link will be
faith Action and Minnesota’s public
emailed to you a few days before the
at 4–5:30 pm. The discussion will
safety department. Faith communievent. You may come to one, two
be on Zoom. Go to ilcsp.org/news/
ties across the state are considering
or all three conversations. Future
bbcpsp to register.
dilemmas that public safety officers
gatherings in April and June may be
face in their work, such as traffic
in person, depending on the pandemstops or calls about mental health crises.
ic. More information is available on Interfaith Action’s
As participants, we’re asked to gather and talk. We will
website or by contacting Pastor Cindy.

You can take action!

March 13: National Good Samaritan Day

Jesus told a story about a
Samaritan man — a foreigner
— who helped an injured man
when others did not. This
unexpected act of abundant
kindness inspires this
“holiday.”

Got 15 minutes?
Make a card or write a note to someone from church whom
you haven’t seen in a while. Tell them why you miss them.
Got an hour?
Offer your time to a friend or neighbor who needs a break.
Walk their dog, play with their kids, tidy their yard, etc.

February 2022
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Look what we did in: Faith Formation

Elijah & the
Widow’s Bread
After learning about
the widow who trusted
God and fed Elijah using her last bit of flour
and oil — that turned
out to be far from her
last portions — we
each baked our own
tiny loaves. (1/9)

Sledding & Connecting
The thermometer said 0° but we gathered
and played anyway on a beautiful
morning. (1/23)
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY
New Titles: Children’s Fiction
Josie Dances
by Denise Lajimodiere
Josie hopes to dance in the powwow next summer, but she must
spend many hours practicing her
dance steps. She also needs her
whole family’s help to be ready
for the big day.

New Titles: Non-fiction
Boarding School Seasons by Brenda Child
Call no. 370.89 Chi
The author, a Red Lake Ojibwe, brings together previously
unpublished letters from students, parents and administrators at this off-reservation school in Flandreau, South
Dakota. The letters chronicle the profound emotional and
cultural impact of these boarding schools on the students,
their families, and the community.
Ojibwe in Minnesota by Anton Treuer
Call no. Y 977.994 Tre
“With insight and candor, noted Ojibwe scholar Anton
Treuer traces thousands of years of complicated history of
the Ojibwe people … their economy, culture, and clan support system and how these have changed throughout
time, perhaps most dramatically with the arrival of Euro-

Search Immanuel’s library
catalog any time, any where online
using this QR code. The catalog
includes many religious texts but
that’s not all: find popular adult
fiction and non-fiction titles and
picture and chapter books for children and youth, too. The library is open whenever the
building is. To check out materials, write your name and
phone number on the library card and leave it in the
box.

peans into Minnesota territory.” — quote from book cover
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native America from
1890 to the present by David Treuer
Call no. 970.004 Tre
David Treuer, an outstanding Ojibwe author, grew up on
the Leach Lake Reservation in Minnesota. He was educated as an anthropologist and used that training to deeply
research native life for his novels and non-fiction books.
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee presents a detailed and
engrossing history of Native American life and struggles
after the massacre at Wounded Knee Creek in South
Dakota.
Pipestone: My Life in an Indian
Boarding School
by Adam Fortunate Eagle
Call no. 271.829 Eag
Best known as a leader of the Indian
takeover of Alcatraz Island in 1969, Adam Fortunate Eagle offers a memoir of
his years as a young student at Pipestone Indian Boarding School in Minnesota. He lives up to
his reputation as a “contrary warrior” by disproving the
popular view of Indian boarding schools as bleak and prison-like. He attended Pipestone between 1935 and 1945,
just as the Bureau of Indian Affairs was reshaping the
boarding school system to promote greater respect for
Native culture and tradition.

Unless otherwise noted, book summaries were written by
librarian Phyllis Bentley. Phyllis has collected a number of
books about and by Native Americans to accompany the
Remember the Children initiative in our Saint Paul Area
Synod. We honor the memories of the 215 children who
died in boarding schools, many run by churches, in a misguided and wrong effort to assimilate Native children to
White, Christian culture.

February 2022
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Adventurous Journey
Continued from Page 11

Sure, comforting, no problem!
Mark dropped Kelley and Marlene off
at their St. Paul homes and then we
proceeded to Inver Grove Heights,
where I live. The highways were
somewhat plowed but still covered
with lots of blowing snow. We followed the tracks of other vehicles,
hoping no one was stuck ahead of us.
Upon arriving at my home, Mark
waited as I struck out into knee-deep
snow to the house. When I got to the
door, the step was heaped with snow,
and half the door was covered. I stood
there, 2 bags in my arms, and thought
to myself, “I can’t get into my house
without help.”

From NLC video

Above: Marlene rings
during the Friday night
concert at the Basilica.
At left: Barb’s yard was
covered with deep snow
the morning after their
adventure.

I called out to Mark, “HELP!”
He, too, trudged through the snow and
shoveled the snow off the step and
brushed the snow from the door.
YEAH! Now I could get in. Mark
shoveled a path back to his car and
left for home, promising to call or text
me when he arrived.
I learned later that 18–20 inches of
snow had fallen between 2 pm and
midnight that Friday.

Submitted photo

Immanuel’s art show
April 24–May 29
In the Narthex (that space at the back of the sanctuary)

All art forms accepted
All ages invited
Contact organizer David Alstead with questions
and look for submission details in News & Notes
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A Silent Auction
Benefitting Youth
The online auction returns!
Bidding: 7 pm Friday, March 11
– 11:30 am Sunday, March 13
Items will be viewable online as
well as at church. A volunteer
will be available on-site Sunday
morning to help place online
bids, too.
Donate items or experiences
through March 8. Ideas:
• Gift cards to favorite eater-

ies and shops
Archive photo

Paddlers take a break in their canoe during their Boundary Waters trip in 2008.
Youth Trips
Continued from Page 8

Atlanta like Ashley’s group, sharing
stories around a campfire, or paddling
the Boundary Waters, youth are invited into experiences that open their
minds and hearts to God’s word. Their
adult leaders, chaperones and peers
become sounding boards and resources
as they process questions and discoveries.
Shared beliefs
Sometimes it can feel isolating to be a
Christian in today’s world. By attending Bible camp or other gathering, our
youth meet others who come from different places but share our faith.
Ava Hansen went to the Gathering in
Houston in 2018 and on the mission
trip to the Rosebud reservation in
2019. Of the Gathering, she said: “I
think especially coming from public

schools and communities where faith
isn't always discussed, it was really
impactful to be reminded that there are
thousands of kids my age who also
share my values and ideology.”
Serving, worshipping, and playing
alongside others also opens conversations in different ways.

• Themed baskets like Bagels

& Books or Water Playtime
• Homemade treats
• A small-group lesson

All proceeds will support youth
trips and activities.
Questions: Contact Michelle
Stillwell

Work or wilderness
Despite the many benefits, the shortened planning window may limit opportunities for our youth this summer.
A mission trip to Moorhead, MN, to
help repair homes is one option. Another is a few days adventuring in the
Boundary Waters with Wilderness Canoe Base.
Whatever the decision, we ask for the
congregation’s support. Pray for our
young people. If you’re able, help
them pay for the trip. Ask them about
their experience after they return. We
know the Spirit will go with them.

Sending Prayer
Send us out, O God. Send our youth
to walk and play and adventure with
you. Send our church out to do the
same. Send each of us out into the
world, knowing that you are with us
and that your community is supporting us, wherever we go. Amen.
— From Camp Horizon, a UMC camp

February 2022
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Council recaps: December 2021 - January 2022
December
Thanks to Sue Klevan for her Deep
Dive into the work of the Riverside
Innovation Hub Thriving Congregations Project. Immanuel will be working with local congregations in this 4step process to become a more public
church. This work dovetails nicely
with the work done during the Year of
Discovery. There are four steps in this
process:
• Accompaniment: listening to our

neighborhood and learning our
neighbors’ concerns. Defining
what our neighborhood is. This is
the step we are currently focused
on, walking with our neighbors in
and through their lives.
• Interpretation: how to view the

stories we hear in the light of the
Gospel
• Discern: finding where the needs

of our neighborhood might be
calling us in a new direction as a
congregation
• Proclaim: spreading the Good

News of the Gospel together
Working with the Riverside Innovation Hub directly fits with our congregational aims to get out into our community, diversify and renew our spiritual lives. If any in the congregation
know of programs or people who
would be well suited to help us in this
effort, please reach out to Sue, Pastor

energy costs over 2021. Many thanks,
Property, for your vigilance!

If you have any questions,
please contact Jeff Schmidt,
Council President, or any Church
Council member. The Council
meets monthly, usually at 7 pm
on the third Tuesday. Check the
church Google calendar for upto-date schedules. Meetings are
open to the public, and all are
welcome.

January
Thanks to John Wells and Penny Norquist for their presentation on the upcoming Capital Campaign 7! Capital
Campaign 6 was a great success
thanks to amazing congregational support and we hope to use this upcoming
campaign to really build ILC in a different way, looking long-range and
creating a nest egg for the future.
Commitment Sunday is Palm Sunday,
so start marking your calendars now!

Cindy or the council.
Immanuel will also be participating in
Building the Beloved Community’s
Public Safety Project. Churches are
being asked for input on public safety
from a religious perspective. There
will be bi-monthly meetings that present scenarios for discussion. We will
be asked what we think the Christian
response to the situation might be both
before and after reading relevant
scripture. The first meeting will take
place Jan. 27, 2022.
ILC’s financial position remains
strong. Monthly giving is ahead of
expected, Capital Campaign 6 is going
strong, and the Finance Team is hard
at work developing a budget for 2022
ahead of the Annual Meeting in January. The team wanted to particularly
recognize the Property Team for applying for a utility refund that saved
the church thousands of dollars in

The 2021 fiscal year ended strong and
giving exceeded budgeted expectations. Again, thank you all for your
continued support of Immanuel, its
people and its mission. And thank you
to the staff and ministry teams for
keeping a close watch on personal
budgets and expenses throughout the
year. The projected 2022 budget also
looks to stay strong and finish 2022
with a balanced budget.
Many thanks to Paul Mattessich and
Sue Klevan for their work with the
council over the last few years. They
will not be returning to the council for
2022 and they will be missed. Thank
you also to Deb Ahlquist for your
work as president this year and your
continued help as past president in
2022.
— Martha Hansen, Council secretary

Have a question, idea or concern? Contact a Council member or team lead
Jeff Schmidt, Council President
Deb Ahlquist, Past President

Ross Robey, Financial Secretary
David Alstead, Assistant Financial
Secretary

David Alstead, Worship & Music
Gay Bartholic, Stewardship

Rhonda Tjaden, Vice President

Nick Consoer, Member at Large

Martha Hansen, Secretary

Karen Osen, Member at Large

Mary Gwen Thompson, Children, Youth
& Family
Harvey Jaeger, Property

Mark Thompson, Treasurer

John Toso, Member at Large

David Hansen, Membership

Jackie Hippen, Assistant Treasurer

Open, Finance

Christine Danielson, Social Action
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The Back Pew

Dear Immanuel Friends,

Remember when?
Immanuel once had a bus. Yes, the rumors are true.

Despite the fact that we remain in the midst of the covid-19
pandemic, many of you gave generously to Christian’s Toy
Box before Christmas. The added stress of Covid concerns for
parents right now must be adding an extra sting to their already challenging lives, but the quantity and quality of your
donations was exceptional! THANK YOU for offering families comfort through your genuine Christian caring, softening
the harsh reality of the medical journey each child is on!
— Karen, John, and Anders Osen

We want to hear your stories about the bus and
related trips and activities. Write memories down,
dig out old pictures, make an audio or video recording of a story and share them with us! Send
submissions to Emily by March 10.

Say what!? Bishop Elizabeth Eaton rocks to Lizzo at Extravaganza

Important Dates to Know
February 27: First Communion Sunday
March 2: Ash Wednesday/Lent begins

Looking ahead

March 6: CC7 kickoff

May 15: Confirmation Sunday & last
day of Sunday faith formation

March 11-13: Silent auction benefitting youth

May 22: Choristers’ musical

March 13: Move clocks 1 hour ahead

May 29: Art Show closes

March 27: Chili Fest

June 13–17: Faith & Science Adventures! day camp

April 10: Palm Sunday; CC7 pledges due

August 8–12: Immanuel’s Music & Arts Camp

April 10–16: Holy Week

October (date TBD): 150th Anniversary celebration
banquet

April 17: Easter
April 18: Office closed for Easter Monday
April 24: Immanuel Art Show opens

