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The gospel according to Luke.
1

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the
spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when
they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the
third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb,
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the
apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.
The gospel of the Lord.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Risen Savior Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God we are together again for Easter. And now together in new ways to include
people we couldn’t include before! We are back in community. (Can I have an “Alleluia!”)
I’m grateful to the Spirit who has brought us through the sea, through the fire, through the
pandemic and brought us to a time that we can be community in many different ways.
And now – what’s next? What’s next as we come back together, knowing the virus is still
around, but hopeful for the future. What’s next as we get to know our neighbors again or
maybe for the first time. What’s next as we have firmly cast off the “We’ve always done it that
way” mentality and tried so many new things in the past two years.
So. Many. New. Things. We held confirmation at a picnic
shelter. There were Baptisms in backyards. our choir learned
to sing in masks, each standing in a different corner with
windows open in the winter. I did a funeral in a bowling
alley. So many new ideas and ways of doing things. -- What
strange and new things did you try in the past couple years –
and now, what’s next?

It feels like God is calling us into a whole new day. It’s kinda like Easter. And now what? What
do we do now that Easter is here? What do you do with resurrection?
I think we can learn a lot from the women who came to the
tomb on Easter morning. I think they are good models for us in
this new day. Let’s look at their story:
In Luke’s telling of the story, it’s early morning, and a whole
group of women come to the tomb. When they get there, they
find the stone is rolled away. And they were “perplexed.”
Perplexed is not the word I would have used. These women had
lost so much – their friend, their leader, their hope for the future, what they believed about
God. All of that destroyed when Jesus died on the cross. Now his grave has been torn open It’s like everything fell apart… and now it’s getting worse.
But these women stayed put and tried to figure things out. They didn’t run away. They were in
the tomb willing to be perplexed and unsure. It’s
uncomfortable place to be –having doubts and questions
about – God Wouldn’t it be nice if faith was always clear and
easy, and we had all the answers? And we never wondered
if God was there, and nothing bad ever perplexed us?
But that’s not the way life works. The world is always
changing. Good things happen and bad things happen. And
we often don’t know what to do. So, the Spirit is constantly
moving among us. God is always surprising us with things we couldn’t understand yesterday.
Look at the past two years! God opens our future to new possibilities. And yeah, we’re gonna
be perplexed. But like the women, we can keep asking, keep praying, keep wondering while we
trust that God is going to surprise us, and it will be worth the questions.
The women came to the tomb and were perplexed. Then two men in dazzling clothes suddenly
appeared, and asked a rather obvious, and slightly snarky
question “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
Remember what he told you?
Okay, be honest. Would you have remembered anything in
that moment? Here they are in an open tomb with a missing
body and two dazzling beings standing there. The women have
hit the deck. They’re terrified. I think they’d have been doing
well to remember their own names
Again, we can learn from the women. It took a bit, it was hard - but they remembered. “Then
they remembered his words.” They remembered that Jesus told them he would die…. But then

rise again. They remembered that… and, oh yeah, now they could remember all the other
things he said as well. I wonder what they remembered.
I wonder what we can remember.

•
•
•

• Can we remember how wildly accepting Jesus was of
people – fishermen and rebels, high officials and homeless
folks, lepers and tax collectors, Jesus would eat with anybody,
listen to anybody, accept everyone.
• Can we remember how Jesus pointed us to abundance
wine at a wedding, bread and fish for thousands, God’s gifts
are abundant and meant to be shared.
Can we remember that Jesus promised the Spirit would guide us and empower us in
God’s way of loving others?
Can we remember that Jesus said he would be with us always?
In the midst of perplexing questions and constant change, can we remember what Jesus
told us?

The women remembered. And then they went to tell the disciples. They were the first
preachers of the good news. And the disciples… thought they were delusional. “But these
words seemed to them an idle tale,” it says.
But of course, they thought it was an idle tale. Of course, they didn’t believe the women. Who
would? Isn’t the good news a crazy idea? Can it be possible
that we are loved so much and so faithfully? Is it possible that
all of life is a gift that we don’t have to earn or produce? Is it
possible to have a community that cares for and supports each
other in God’s way? Is it possible that love is more powerful
that death.? Is it possible that death could not hold Jesus and
death cannot hold us?
Not what we generally hear. Most of the time we hear,
• Work harder, produce more, you gotta win, be the best,
• you’re not good enough,
• not pretty enough,
• not thin enough,
• not rich enough,
• not powerful enough,
• not conforming enough
… you know the litany. We hear it a million ways every day.
It makes the Easter message from the women sound like an idle tale…

Or sound like the most beautiful thing you’ve ever heard.
The good news that changes everything.
You are the beloved. You are gifted. Your life has meaning.
You are wanted and needed and precious just as you are.
You can make a difference in this world. That is the good
news that will shape our lives, and shape all that we touch.
It has been a strange and difficult few years for many
reasons. And what is emerging now is new and hopeful.
Something like Easter. So, I pray that we can learn from the women at the first Easter. I pray
that we can learn to stay with the perplexing questions and seek wisdom. Pray we can
remember what Jesus has taught us about God’s loving way. And I pray that we will carry God’s
good news of newness and life wherever we go -- in all that we do. Amen.

