THE VINE
MAY 2022, Vol. 1 No. 2

Alleluia! We had the Easter
Vigil in the building again!
Photos on Page 15

A publication of Immanuel Lutheran Church, St. Paul

2

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5
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Worship
We gather for worship with Holy Communion at
9:30 am on Sunday mornings both in person and
online. You can watch the livestream on our website, through YouTube or on Facebook.
Fellowship
Casual conversation and treats follow Sunday
worship.
Faith Formation
Summer break is from May 22 to Sept. 4. Faith
formation for children and youth follows the service during the program year.

WEDNESDAYS
Music Rehearsals (on break through summer)
• Choristers choir (grades 2-6)
• Jubilate Ringers (handbells)
• Middle C’s & Cantorei (youth & adult voices)

Confirmation (on break through summer)
• For youth in grades 7 & 8

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday, 9 am–4 pm
Phone: (651) 699-5560
Find us online anytime at ilcsp.org
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A Tribute to Lee English

The Boiler Master
Lee English provided
valuable gift of ‘free’
weekly inspections
For 17 years, Immanuel member Lee
English has monitored the church
boilers, making sure all are safely
functioning. This year, he passes the
torch to Ron Struss. We are so grateful to Lee for providing this needed
service all these years.
—
The short version of how Lee came to
be our boiler monitor is that in 2005,
building code changed and the church
needed to hire someone with a boiler
license to keep tabs on our heating
system. Being the only person in the
congregation with a boiler license, Lee
got the job.

Submitted and archive photos

(Above) Lee English, center, with his
children Amelia English and Carson
English.

The long version is, not surprisingly,
more interesting.
Lee’s wife, Peggy Johnson, was the
breadwinner in their family, and Lee
took care of the kids and the household. He volunteered so often at Webster Elementary, he once got a perfect
attendance award! He was PTA president for both Webster and Murray
Junior High and a regular field trip
chaperone. “I had teachers have me
come back and do field trips when my
kids weren’t in their class anymore,”
Lee said.
(Fun fact: Lisa Struss worked at Webster while Lee was volunteering, so
the Struss-English/Johnson friendship
predates their church connection.)
During that time, there were many
newly renovated condo buildings in
their neighborhood that needed caretakers. Lee discovered he could work
in a building, go on a field trip, and

(Left) Lee worked the valuables and
plants tables at the Flea Market in
2018, answering questions and occasionally haggling with customers.

then address needs in another and still
make dinner for the family.
“I was very lucky. It all worked out so
well,” he said.
One of those buildings had a boiler, so
Lee got his boiler license. Thirty-five
years ago, this was a simple task:
“They handed you one sheet of paper
and then you took the test,” Lee said.
He mused that Ron suffered a worse
fate — his test this year required a
textbook and hours of study.
Monitoring Immanuel’s four boilers
required commitment but very little

time. During the months when they
were running, Lee came over once a
week to record temperatures, look for
water leaks, and fill out a required
form. He estimated it took him 5
minutes. He also shut down the boilers
in spring and started them in fall. Regulations required him to charge the
church for this service but he turned in
his invoice with a donation check in
the same amount.
One of the few notable mishaps was
when Lee opened the boiler room
Continued on Page 16
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Living out my faith

A faithful, faith-filled educator
Linda Tantzen is one of those Sunday
school teachers that kids don’t forget
— “she’s so nice, and she gives us
treats!” Parents are more likely to note
Linda’s generous spirit, gentle manner,
ever-present smile, and deep faith. We
invited Linda to be our Faith Spotlight
this quarter, and here is what she said
(edited for length).

Get to know Linda Tantzen

Describe what you do in your work.
What do you find satisfying/fulfilling in
your work?

Superpowers outside Immanuel:
Being an awesome grandma,
showing dogs, supporting her
husband’s marathon habit

I am an administrative assistant for a
CPA firm in downtown St. Paul. ...
[Years ago,] I had been taking classes
at a community college in accounting and applied to work
as a “stat” typist. I was hired and the rest is history.
My current duties are varied (many hats). The firm was my
second family for a while and eventually with retirement/
moving on/death, I have experienced a lot of changes
(good and bad).
I am able to use some of my gifts here that give me a lot of
satisfaction. I’m a very organized, hard worker. I’m a good
listener and seen as someone to confide in. I’m also the
historian of the firm, being the longest-working employee.
What would you say are the gifts/talents that you bring to
your work?
Organized, quick learner, flexibility, life-long learner, dependable, patience, caring, empathy. [Linda listed some of
her work tasks: proofing financial statements, finalizing
billing, monitoring tax returns. Important stuff!]
My longtime educating here at Immanuel:
I was confirmed at Immanuel in 1975. At that time, I was
looking for a way I could help with the kids at church. An
opening occurred for a helper with the 2nd-grade classroom and I started doing that the beginning of 1976. The
teacher I was working with declined returning that fall and
I was offered the position. I retained the position through
college, graduation, marrying, and having kids.
I also did a number of VBS’s when I was able to and they
were scheduled during times that were free.
Because of my work and various experiences, I decided to
get a master’s in children and family ministry through

Family: Husband, John; sons William
and Karl. (Linda is pictured with her
mom at left)
How long at Immanuel: whole life
Roles in ILC community: faith formation (Sunday school) teacher, VBS
station leader, Kids Clubhouse leader

Bethel University. It was one of the first distance learning
get-ups where most of the work was done online, and I was
only required to be on campus two weeks out of the year.
Because of Bethel being in the Cities, I was able to go into
work after classes and keep teaching at Immanuel.
I have also gone to ministry conferences, one-day seminars, and taken a number of online courses.
Before covid, I was doing a clubhouse on Wednesday
nights so kids could be occupied while their parents participated in meetings and activities around the church. While
lasting a number of years, the need was eventually no longer there.
When you must make difficult decisions or unpopular
choices, where do you turn for support?
Because of my personality, I’m really good for people to
share with and sometimes unload. Most people I’ve encountered want this not to be reciprocated. I’m pretty much
on my own with the above. I look to God for assistance and
questions and receive answers and guidance through the
most unusual ways. God does answer (not all the time you
would like), but in most cases the answer I receive is the
best.
What is something you would like the people of Immanuel
to know?
Many years, changes, good times, bad times, and I’m still
here. I believe God wants me to use my gifts here. It is funny that during a difficult time, I asked my mom (a past
member) whether I should move on. She said, “No!!” But,
she moved on. She didn’t stay at the church.
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Confirmation 2022

“When I focus on the people who inspire me on a
daily basis, it isn’t surprising that they are faithful. I
seeked comfort in God and
his people and I found it. ...

Ani

“God is in every aspect of
my life. He holds my life in
his palms. That power used
to scare me but it doesn’t
anymore.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Psalm 23:1

“(As his people) we promise
to be the friend Jesus was
for us to others.

Caelyn

Steian

“I think one of the main
lessons I learned through
my 3 years of Confirmation
was to be that friend to everyone, no matter the circumstances. To always give others your love, patience, generosity and forgiveness.”

“Trusting in God has helped me in my life by
giving me strength and confidence because I
can know I am always loved by Jesus, he is
always with me no matter the situation I'm in,
I know he is there. I know Jesus can help
guide me in the right path in my life because
of this great trust I have in him.”

Galatians 5:22-23

Dylan
Hebrews 10:2-25

“I didn't just magically get
my faith back after one
meeting (with my confirmation mentor) but it actually
made me think about faith
in a different way. Up to
that point, I thought it was
either believe or leave, but
faith is like a roller coaster:
There’s ups and downs, and
sometimes the roller coaster
is closed for repair.”

Theo
Psalm 143:8
“One thing I now understand though confirmation is Jesus made people different and
churches different. As Christians, we accept
and embrace those differences. …
“Getting out of our comfort zones is a good
idea from time to time – but if we trust in
God and try to follow in his ways, that is a
good foundation.”

6

Seasons of the Church Year: Pentecost and Ordinary Time

What’s the deal with Pentecost?
We celebrate Pentecost every year by hearing the story of
how the disciples received the Holy Spirit after Jesus’s Ascension and began preaching in many languages to the
crowd. We wear red to represent the flames that appeared
over the men’s heads.
But Pentecost as a holiday existed before this very visible
act of God.
Also called Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks, Pentecost was a
time to gather in Jerusalem to remember when God gave
the Torah to the Israelites 7 weeks after they fled Egypt.
Pentecost is 50 days after the Passover, hence its name.
Shavuot celebrations may include fun water activities
(though reasons vary) and eating milk and cheese — many
eat cheesecake! The Torah’s reference to the “land of milk
and honey” meant dairy was OK to eat.
This year Pentecost falls on Sunday, June 5. It’s like the
Christian church’s birthday, so it’s a day to celebrate. Wear
your red!
The weeks after Pentecost, all the way
until Advent,
are often called
Ordinary Time.
Think
“ordinal”
numbers —
the weeks
are numbered. The
first Sunday after
Pentecost
is also Holy Trinity
Sunday.

Acts 2:1-6, 40-41
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all
together in one place. Suddenly a sound
from heaven like the howling of a fierce
wind filled the entire house where they were
sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of
them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as
the Spirit enabled them to speak. There
were pious Jews from every nation under
heaven living in Jerusalem. When they
heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They
were mystified because everyone heard
them speaking in their native languages.
With many other words, [Peter] testified to
them and encouraged them, saying, “Be
saved from this perverse generation.” Those
who accepted Peter’s message were
baptized. God
brought about
three thousand people into
the community
on that
day.

Artwork: From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under license.
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Faith in the community

Circle of Welcome offers
friendship to refugees
Team is supporting 4 Afghan men living in Bloomington
By Dave Klevan
A salaam, the greeting in Dari and Pashto, the two main
languages of Afghanistan.
Immanuel and Christ the King Lutheran are pairing up to
join Lutheran Social Services’ Circle of Welcome mentor
program in support of four Afghan refugees. Immanuel
team members are Dave and Sue Klevan, Emily and Steve
King, and Linda Carlson; from Christ the King are Karin
Larson and Dale Erickson.

Zalmay

families are in Kabul, living with
parents. Samim has four children ages 10 and younger.
Najim has two, including a baby who he has never seen in
person. Both also work in the plastics factory. They take
Uber to and from work since there is no bus service. We
have already been able to provide them with bicycles for
exercise and errands and will work with Samim to find a
car so he can practice for his behind-the-wheel driver’s
test.
We met Mustafa in early May as well. He currently works
at Walmart on the evening shift and lives with
the brothers. He also has family in Kabul, including 3 teenagers.

We will help teach them English, teach them about the
U.S. and their neighborhood, help them build
connections in the community, and provide things they need for daily life.
They will teach us about Afghanistan, their families, and their history.
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
The four men are about 30 years
old and live in Bloomington. All were military officers
for the Afghan government and
were evacuated on an emergency basis. No time to go home,
no time to collect their families.

Afghanistan is one of the poorest
countries in the world. Average life
expectancy is 52 years. Everything is in short supply. The Talprovides resources to advocate for newly
iban has brought relative peace
arrived Afghan refugees — especially regardbut does not have economic
ing helping their families left behind. To learn
development or women's rights
more, go to www.lirs.org/help-our-afghanplans.
allies/. LIRS is also working nationally to aid
Ukrainian refugees. Learn more about that
work at www.lirs.org/ukraine-crisis.

All is not bad. Our refugees
and their families are safe, and
they are able to be in close communication. The men are bright
and are rapidly learning English.
They are hard working and eager to
support their families.

LSS of Minnesota is LIRS’s refugee reWe first met Zalmay (pictured) in
settlement partner here in Minnesota.
late April. At the time, he worked
the night shift at Walmart, commuting
by bus. We recently were able to help
him get a job at a plastics fabrication plant in
We are eager to build the men’s network in
Eagan. Zalmay needs a car to travel to work, to ESL
Minnesota. If you would enjoy meeting them — perhaps
class, to the mosque, and to earn more money (such as dejoining us on a visit to an area landmark or attraction —
livery services). He has three sons and a daughter.
contact a team member.

We met brothers Samim and Najim in early May. Their

How to Support the Men
Immanuel has established a refugee fund, and donations are very much appreciated. Please remember our
refugees and Afghanistan in your prayers.

Dave is a retired physician and an advocate for
building relationships with people of many
communities across the globe. He is serving as
Immanuel’s Circle of Welcome team leader.
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Faith in the community

In celebration of
MN FoodShare
Month giving!

Walk for Hope
to support
Guatemalan
students

By Kelley Wells

3rd-annual fundraiser
aids Common Hope
Join Common Hope for the 3rdannual “Walk for Hope” and walk to
raise funds to support programming
for students who don't have a sponsor. Supporters across the world
will walk the extra mile for students and families!
Here at Immanuel, there are groups,
families, and individuals sponsoring
19 students through Common Hope
— and the Men's Club's student,
Juan, is on track to graduate in November!
Common Hope offers broad support
to these students and their families,
going beyond educational support to
health, housing, and family development programs. Read more on the
Common Hope website.
Immanuel sponsor Marlene
Johnshoy is passionate about the
work Common Hope does.
“After working in the Peace Corps
in El Salvador, I was looking
for ways to keep connected with
Central America and I saw a display
at Immanuel for Common Hope that
got me involved,” she says.
“Volunteering as a translator for
Common Hope was a good way to
keep using my Spanish, and I love
being a sponsor for students in Guatemala. Many children in Central

Submitted photo

Phil Rukavina and Marlene Johnshoy
walked in last year’s event.

America don't go beyond 6th grade
in their schooling, so Common Hope
sponsorship not only helps encourage students to stay in school
through high school, but it also gives
the student and their family access
to medical and social services.”
We have started an Immanuel
Team for the fundraiser, where you
are welcome to register to join the
team to walk and raise funds, and/or
donate directly. The financial goal is
$1,152 — enough to provide essential services to a student for an entire
year. Contact Marlene
(johnshoy@umn.edu) if you have
questions.
Please join us during the month of
May to Walk for Hope to help Guatemalan students stay in school for a
better future!

When you pick the food of your land
at gathering time, do not pick all the
way to the corners of your field. And
do not gather the food left on the
ground there after you have picked.
Do not gather what is left among
your vines, or gather the grapes that
have fallen. Leave them for those in
need and for the stranger. —
Leviticus 19:9-10
In God’s kingdom we know that
there is enough for everyone, yet
food insecurity is real in Minnesota
and the problem is growing. In
2021, 1 in 11 Minnesotans experienced food insecurity, up from 1 in
13 in 2019. For Minnesota children,
the rate is 1 in 9.
MN FoodShare envisions a future
where all Minnesotans have access
to healthy food and no one struggles
with food insecurity. During the
month of March, MN FoodShare
distributes FoodFund money to food
shelves participating in the campaign, and Immanuel supports Keystone Community Services. Food
insecurity affects our neighbors of
all kinds, especially in the wake of
an ongoing pandemic, and Keystone
is having a tremendous impact in
living out God’s vision of abundance for all.
Andre and his family of four rely on
Keystone’s food shelf to get a variety of produce and meats that they
could not otherwise afford. He says,
“In this difficult time for us, it has
been very helpful to have Keystone.
You are helping us until we get on
Continued on Page 10
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Staff reflections: Michelle Stillwell

God knows you, and God
loves you

out in faith and see where this new
position leads. It doesn’t make saying good-bye any easier.

Hard Things
“There are a hundred paths through
the world that are easier than loving.
But, who wants easier?”
– Mary Oliver
We end each confirmation class by
reminding one another, “God knows
you, and God loves you.” In noncovid times, we make the sign of the
cross on each other’s foreheads. I like
to end class this way for two reasons.
One is that it is nice to go back into
the world with the reminder of God’s
love. Two is this is the only thing I
really care about our middle-schoolers
learning in confirmation class.
Sunday, May 22, will be my last Sun-

day as Youth and Family Minister at
Immanuel Lutheran Church. I am sad
to leave. My experience at Immanuel
has been one of love and joy. I have
had the privilege of being a part of
Immanuel for the past seven years.
My family has been embraced and
loved. I have been blessed to work
with the very best teenagers on the
planet.
It is precisely because of the wonderful experience I have had that saying
good-bye is hard. I am moving into a
full-time social work position with
Hennepin County. I am excited to step

For any parent who has had a child
go through our youth program in the
past seven years, I want to say thank
you. Thank you for sharing your brilliant, unique, fearfully and wonderfully made children with me. I have
laughed with them, cried with them,
and held them up in prayer.
Saying good-bye is hard. And so I
would like to remind you all, even
you adults with your fancy fully
formed frontal lobes, that God knows
you, and God loves you.
With love and gratitude,
Michelle Stillwell

Sip and socialize with the ILC Brew Crew
Join the Brew Crew on Wednesday
evenings at 6 pm at the locations
below. (Check the website for July
and August lineups.) All sites have
non-alcoholic beverage options.
Enjoy an evening of good conversations, food, and brews!

May 25 - Bang 2320 Capp Rd., St. Paul
June 1 - Dual Citizen 725 Raymond Ave., St. Paul
June 8 - Venn 3550 E 46th St., Suite 140, Minneapolis
June 15 - St. Paul Brewing 688 Minnehaha Ave. E, St. Paul
June 22 - Urban Growler 2325 Endicott St., St. Paul
June 29 - Insight 2821 E Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis
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Faith and finance

ILC Foundation: 30 years of service
By Heather Cordes
As our congregation celebrates the 150-year history of
Christ-inspired stewardship, the ILC Foundation Board of
Directors would like to recognize the members who offered
their service to establish the Foundation over 30 years ago.
On April 10, 1991, the Minnesota Secretary of State certified the ILC Foundation Articles of Incorporation, which
were submitted by Immanuel members Jim Hagquist, David Swanson, Otis Hilbert, Claire Taylor-Sherman, and
John Otteson. The original Board of Directors were Stan
Anderson, Mark Jacobson, and Nancy Granrud. Thank you
to these past and current members. You started something
pretty awesome!
Thirty years later, the Foundation continues to make a difference by providing scholarships, grants and funding from
the investment income generated by the principal balance.
See the ways we support Immanuel and the community:
1. Scholarships for Immanuel members attending Lutheran colleges and seminaries – We are supporting 4 students this year!
2. Bright Ideas grants – We love to support our members’
ideas! Contact us with your ideas to brighten the lives
of our congregation or community in some way. Examples of past ideas funded: Women’s retreat, kid’s carnival, art & music camp, author reading series, financial
education for teens and parents, dementia educational/
support packets, St. Nicolas festival, iconography class,
and puppet ministry.

3. Poverty and hunger issues – We recently contributed
$2,000 to the Keystone Food Drive!
4. Special funding requests – We support special funding
needs, such as 150-year celebrations!
Please consider donating to the Foundation this year — the
Foundation has different sources of funding, including memorials, estate giving, special gifts and annual giving.
Monetary donations can be sent to ILC Foundation at the
church address or contact any board member to discuss
other funding sources. Contributions are tax deductible and
as the principal balance grows, we are able to make an
even greater impact to our church and community.
Contact the Foundation Board with any questions or ideas:
Heather Cordes, Loren Danielson, Tara Mattessich, Berit
Nelson, Penny Norquist, Ross Robey.
A message from Foundation president Heather Cordes:
As a past Foundation board member, I was recently asked to put together a historical submission on the Foundation for the 150th history
book. I was so inspired by the opportunities
made possible through the funding from the
Foundation, that when Penny Norquist asked
me to be the president about a month later, I
accepted immediately and gladly offered my
service to continue the legacy. The Foundation has quietly
served our church community for over 30 years; I feel honored
to work with the other board members to continue the impactful work.

FoodShare donations
Continued from Page 8

our feet.”
Another Keystone visitor is a college student. She says,
“Being able to go to the food shelf every month means I
don’t have to worry so much and I’m grateful for that.”
During this year’s campaign, Immanuel raised an amazing
$18,139.95, including a generous $2,000 match from the
Immanuel Foundation! Many, many thanks to all who donated online, in the offering plate, at the (chilly!) Chili
Fest, and to those who gave food and personal care items.

A wide variety of chili recipes made Chili Fest truly festive.

We also have a note of thanks from Jen Winterfelt at Keystone: “THANK YOU!! This is a truly incredible gift! This
gift from Immanuel Lutheran Church is the gift we received

during this year's FoodShare campaign! This will have
tremendous impact in our food shelves and we're so humbled by your generosity.”
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Immanuel: 150 years

A century in the pews
Martin Wangensteen
and Agnes Paulsrud
Wangensteen

J. Walter Johnshoy
Jan Johnshoy
Multi-generation display includes Johnshoys, Wangensteens, and others
By Ann Derr
Immanuel has two current families with connections to
the congregation that go back over 100 years.
If you investigate the June 150th Anniversary display in
the narthex, you will learn the story of Hans Johnshoy,
born in Norway in 1847, and his descendants who number many pastors, wives of pastors, and talented musicians. Two of his sons, the Rev. J. Walter Johnshoy and
the Rev. Casper Johnshoy, both served as pastors for
Macalester Lutheran Church at the time of the merger
with Immanuel. Jan Johnshoy and Marlene Johnshoy,

active Immanuel members today, are granddaughters of
J. Walter Johnshoy. The entire family was musical and
enjoyed singing and performing together. In the display
you can see a program from a family musical evening
they shared in the 1930s. The Rev. Casper Johnshoy
was a prolific composer of religious music. Certainly,
the musical talent of their ancestors shines wonderfully
in Jan and Marlene.
Martin Wangensteen was born in Norway in 1884 and
Continued on Page 16
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Competence
Caring
Helping others directly
Choices
Making choices that reflect your faith
Change
Working to make the world a better place
Using your gifts in ways that honor God

elebrate
what our community is doing!

Sanctuary Becomes Recording Studio

Seniors, Go Forth and Do Your Thing!

Lutist Phil Rukavina recorded a solo concert in the sanctuary in March. Called Fiori Italiani, or Italian flowers,
the concert features pieces from the Renaissance period.

It’s the time of year to say congratulations to our highschool and college seniors and send them on their way
with our prayers.

Phil worked closely with Stream Team member Dale
Fierke to engineer the correct microphone placement and
settings and choreograph camera angles. Dale used Immanuel’s streaming software to record the footage, and
Phil edited the footage and added his commentary.

Kiera Kelly, Central High School: Attending Minnesota
State University Mankato; she plans to major in pre-vet

The concert video was shown several Sundays at Immanuel to coincide with the Art
Show. It is available to watch on YouTube.
Click or scan the QR code at right or go to
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLMRiXEjNXQ.

Micah Danielson, Central High School: Attending Lake
Superior College in Duluth to learn aircraft maintenance

Penelope Hansen, Central High School: Attending Luther College in the fall

Zoe Hoiland, Nova Classical Academy: Attending Vassar College in the fall with plans to double major in
physics and astronomy
Max Cordes, Central High School: Plans to continue
working for the City of St. Paul (Highland National Golf
Course) through the year and then make plans
Post-secondary graduates: John Arco, University of
Minnesota, Morris; Ryan Kinnucan, Macalester College

Performance, Leadership Skills

Captured from video

Phil Rukavina performs “Calata ala Spagnola.”

Rising St. Olaf junior Lily Mitzel is performing with the
St. Olaf Orchestra in its summer mini tour. See her play
oboe with the ensemble on Thursday, June 2, at 7 pm at
Zion Lutheran Church in Anoka. Lily will be a counselor
this summer at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp in Twin Lake,
MI.

Noted:
• Macalester College student Grace Riegel has spent

spring semester of her junior year studying and speaking Russian in Moldova, a small country just west of
Ukraine.
• Ryan Harris had his first Holy Communion during his

Catholic parish’s Easter Vigil.
• Highland Park Senior High sophomore Wesley Nor-

quist was inducted into the National Honor Society in
May.

• Rising Northwestern University junior Natalie Nor-

quist has an internship with NBC Universal this summer. Natalie is majoring in industrial engineering.
• Zack Danielson will be spending his 8th summer at

YMCA Camp Widjiwagan.
• Henry King’s FIRST LEGO League team will receive

recognition from the St. Paul school board on Tuesday,
May 24.
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Wittenberg: Walking in the Footsteps of Martin Luther
mote a disputation on the sale of indulgences, is commonly viewed to be a catalyst for the Protestant Reformation. The
wooden doors burned in 1760 and were
replaced in 1858 by bronze doors bearing
the Latin text of the theses.

By Peggy Johnson
Peggy Johnson and Lee English traveled
to Germany in March. One highlight of
the trip was a day in Wittenberg, famous
for its close connection with Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon, and the
Protestant Reformation, for which it received the honorific Lutherstadt. Several
buildings there are associated with Luther,
including a preserved part of the Augustinian monastery in which Luther lived,
first as a monk and later as owner with his
wife, Katharina von Bora, and family. The
building is considered to be the world's
premier museum dedicated to Luther.

They visited Stadt- und Pfarrkirche St.
Marien zu Wittenberg (Town and Parish
Church of St. Mary’s), the civic church of
Wittenberg. Luther held the first
Protestant service there at Christmas 1521.
The church also saw the first celebration
of the Mass in German rather than Latin
and the first distribution of the bread and
wine to the congregation. It is thus considSubmitted photo ered the mother-church of the Protestant
Reformation. The font where Luther’s six
Peggy Johnson at All Saints’ Church.
children were baptized still stands.

They visited All Saints' Church, the
Schlosskirche (“castle church,” built in
1496–1506). The main portal of All
Saints' Church was often used by the university staff to pin
up messages and notices; it is generally believed that on
October 31, 1517, the eve of All Saints' Day, Martin Luther
posted his 95 Theses on those doors. This act, meant to pro-

A highlight was touring Luther's home, the Lutherhaus,
where he studied and lived most of his adult life. It is now a
museum containing many artifacts from his life. Luther
was living here when he wrote his 95 Theses.

Committed to Providing Lifesaving Gift of Himself
By Loren Danielson
During the season of Lent, I had been
reflecting on the daily devotionals,
which have consistently brought me
back to being a child of God, loved
and beloved. Those reflections encouraged me to find the ways that I
both give and receive, and for what I
can be thankful for every day.
Last fall, I received a handwritten
thank you card marking a blood donation milestone. The card was not
signed, other than from the American
Red Cross Blood Center, but I know it
was written by an individual person
with care and thought. I am appreciative of what that person told me.
And I also know that each of my blood

Platelets explained
donations have helped an individual
person. Blood is needed by all humans
and can only be created and donated by
another human. I do not know who
receives my blood, and I have no control over who gets it. But my blood
becomes their blood, and it is no longer
mine, it is theirs. To me this is a pure
gift, no buts, no expectations.
About 8 times a year, I go to
the American Red Cross to donate
blood platelets and plasma. While I’m
there I get taken care of by the professional technicians, many of whom I
have seen multiple times a year, over
many years — I appreciate all of them

Submitted photo

Loren Danielson at a Red Cross donation
site.

for their caring skill. Without them I
could not make a blood donation.
I am thankful that I can make a blood
donation and for how making that gift
is part of what fills me to the brim. By
giving blood I put my faith into action.
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Adapting and Growing

Learning how to tell the Good News
RIH team is listening to our neighbors to hear their stories, understand their needs
By Sue Klevan

of discernment.

Immanuel is a faith-filled and strong
congregation that has great potential
for bringing the Good News of Jesus
to our neighbors. For a couple years
now, the leadership of Immanuel has
been asking the question “What is
God calling our congregation to be
and do in this time and place?”

4. Proclamation
Then, we move back into the neighborhood with good news responding
to the bad news we have heard. The
Good News is always Jesus and the
way Jesus has taught us to love our
neighbor, but it will be delivered differently depending on the context.
Participating with neighbors puts us in
communication with other neighbors.
This leads us back into accompaniment, and the cycle repeats.

To help find the answer, Immanuel
has joined eleven other congregations
in being coached by Augsburg College’s Riverside Innovation Hub
(RIH) for two years to learn a new
way of engaging in the world. RIH
calls this becoming a Public Church,
to reimagine what it means to be
God’s people out in the world.
RIH has provided a structure that will
lead us. The four steps are called art
forms because each congregation will
choose how to do the steps in a way
that fits their context.
1. Accompaniment
First we go out into the neighborhood
to listen and hear neighbors’ stories.
We talk with individuals who live,
study, or work here, and we meet with
businesses and other organizations
located here to learn hopes and
dreams. We begin to develop relationships, to engage and listen to the
neighbor for the neighbor’s sake. This
is not about “market research” to en-

tice someone into our congregation.
To begin this step, we individually,
prayerfully walked through the neighborhood observing joys and challenges, and we reviewed demographics.
2. Interpretation
In this step we articulate our faith
community’s core beliefs and theological commitments. Then we learn how
they shape our understanding of our
neighbor’s stories and how our neighbor’s stories shape our understanding
of our beliefs and commitments.
3. Discernment
Next, we move into the space between our neighbor’s stories, God’s
story, and our story to listen for who
God is calling us to be and what
God is calling us to do. Listening for
God and prayer practices are a part

Walk & Talk on Tuesday evenings
Enjoy God’s creation while discussing your faith at Tuesday evening Walk & Talk events. Meet at 6:30 pm to do a
short devotion together and then head out for some exercise and continued conversation. Come as many or as
few times as you want.

The Immanuel team has been practicing accompaniment since last summer
and has entered interpretation. The
work is gradual but there is no timeline to be met because this is a new
way of being that will be ongoing.
Relationship is what matters. We learn
to do this as a faith community so we
can go out and do it in our own lives.
This fall the Immanuel RIH team will
teach our council, team leaders, and
staff the art forms that we have
learned so far. We will also continue
listening to our neighbors and centering in on what Immanuel knows and
teaches about Jesus.
If you would like to work with us, or
if you have questions, contact any
member of our team: Sue Klevan,
Loren Danielson, Kelsey Maniaci,
Scott Norquist and Pastor Cindy.

The first meetup will be Tuesday, June 14, at the pavilion
on Lake Como in Como Park. Depending on the group’s
preferences — e.g. paved vs unpaved trails, proximity,
etc. — future locations may vary. Pastor Cindy will lead
many of the devotions and will be the main organizer.
Contact her with questions or path suggestions.

May 2022
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Look what we did in: the Easter Vigil

Sisters’ Baptism & First Communion
Ada (left) and Ruby were sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ before going into the sanctuary
and having their first Holy Communion. We welcome you, girls, into the body of Christ and into the mission we share!

Telling Our Faith Stories
Members of the Cantorei adult choir, including Jeff (above), told the story of Creation and lead the assembly in singing
about God’s good work while artist Chillon drew images. High-schooler Wesley delighted everyone by dancing after the
Choristers choir sang about Ezekiel and the Dry Bones.
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Century members
Continued from Page 11

was married at Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Paul by his
brother, the Rev. Olaf Wangensteen. The Wangensteen
family became part of the Immanuel family in 1915 when
they left Trinity Lutheran church on Farrington and Sherburne to be part of the formation of Macalester Park Lutheran Church so their children wouldn’t have so far to
walk to go to Sunday School. Soon after that, in 1921,
Macalester Park merged with Immanuel and together
they built the church in which we worship today. One of
the stained-glass windows in the sanctuary was donated
by Martin’s three children — Marvel, Ove, and Miles.
Doug Wangensteen, current member and two-time Council president, can trace his roots to his grandfather, Martin Wangensteen, who was involved in the merger and
was also an Immanuel church president in 1935.
Which current Immanuel family has attended Immanuel
Lutheran Church for five generations? Check out the exhibit to find out!
Our search for living descendants of original 1871 founding members has been successful. We hope you can meet
some of them at the banquet on October 9. They have
amazing stories to tell.
These families demonstrate the enduring connection that
many people have felt with Immanuel and the importance
Immanuel has had in nurturing faith for so many families.
Ann Derr leads the 150th Anniversary team
and, with Peggy Johnson, is organizing the
church archives. If you have Immanuel memorabilia or documents to share, contact her at
annderr@gmail.com.

Summer Sunday Socials
Join us monthly for food and fun after worship
On June 26 and in August (date TBD), gather at
10:30 am on the Goodrich lawn or in the parking
lot for coffee, treats, and activities — maybe an
art project, Gaga ball or pickleball!
On July 24, come to a picnic at Highland Park
shelter (by the big slide playground) at 11:30 am.

You are invited
To a banquet to celebrate
our 150th anniversary
Sunday, October 9, after worship
Macalester College’s Kagin Hall
Immediately after worship we’ll take an allcongregation panoramic photo in front of the
church, then walk together to Macalester

Boiler master
Continued from Page 3

doors to see a stream of water shooting 10 feet in the air.
“For the most part, there weren’t any problems … until
last fall,” Lee said. “And then the whole system went
wacko.”
The boilers were overheating and then tripping themselves off. Ron was in the building several times a day
leading up to the Christmas Eve services, trying to keep
temperatures close to comfortable. With repairs, the system limped through the rest of winter.
Although Lee is hanging up his boiler hat, he will continue to maintain the flowers around the church sign on
Snelling Avenue. He’s been beautifying that space since
2007. Over the years, he’s gotten to know Jerry Sandahl
quite well, as the two “talk garden stuff” while Jerry tends
the perennial garden and Lee tends the sign planters.
And it would be a glaring error to omit Lee’s dedication
to the annual Flea Market. Propagations from his State
Fair-winning jade plant have brightened many dorm
rooms, offices, and living rooms and raised hundreds of
dollars for our community partners. Lee and Peggy also
handle the valuables. They inspect donations to identify
treasures, research their values, and sell them online and
at the sale.
—
Lee, we thank you for all you have done and continue
to do for Immanuel!

May 2022
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Council recaps: February–April 2022
February
We welcomed new members Karen
Osen and Rhonda Tjaden to the council. Karen is joining as a member at
large and Rhonda as vice president. We also welcomed Jeff Schmidt
to his role as president and Deb
Ahlquist to her role as past president.
Devotions were centered on Genesis
32 and Jacob’s famous wrestling
match with the agent of God. It was a
time of transition for Jacob and a time
of fear as he prepared to meet his
brother again. We too are in a time of
transition in this pandemic; how do
we wrestle with changes? And, thinking of the blessing Jacob requests and
the eventual reception he gets from his
brother, where have we found blessings and grace over the last two
years?
The next several Sundays focus on
giving, transfiguration, and the start of
Lent. Once again, we are trying new
ways to connect.
The Council is looking ahead to its
annual retreat (which was postponed
from May to September). If you are
interested in becoming involved in
one of our ministry teams, please
reach out. We’d love to have you!

If you have any questions,
please contact Jeff Schmidt,
Council president, or any Church
Council member. The Council
meets monthly, usually at 7 pm
on the third Tuesday. Check the
church Google calendar for upto-date schedules. Meetings are
open to the public, and all are
welcome.

can have an effect on the people
around us and our lives.
Our financial picture still looks strong
and we find ourselves in a position to
potentially increase our giving as a
church. We are considering how best
to reach out within our community
and community partners to share our
gifts with those around us. Capital
Campaign 6 is wrapping up and Capital Campaign 7 starting — thank you
to all for your continued support of
ILC and our work in the world.

March

Many thanks to Lee English for your
17 years as our boiler inspector! Your
hard work and dedication are greatly
appreciated. And thank you to Ron
Struss for stepping in as the new boiler inspector.

The meeting began with a devotion
considering how every action we
make, every interaction we have, all
the things we do, no matter how small,

As restrictions lift and life tentatively
moves back to normal, we are proceeding with hope and caution. We
have lifted capacity limits but are

keeping masks in places and situations
with limited ventilation.

April
The meeting began with a look at
what we loved most about Easter. We
appreciate Lent and Holy Week as
reminders of the joy that awaits us on
Easter morning itself. The season offered new challenges, after a two-year
physical absence, but we can celebrate
a return to a new community in Christ.
Thanks to all who have pledged for
Capital Campaign 7! Through your
continued generosity, as of mid-April
we had pledges of $535,000 on a goal
of $500,000, and pledges were continuing to come in. Many thanks in particular to John Wells, Penny Norquist,
Stephanie Alstead, Doug Wangensteen, Joe Kelly, and Kim Thompson
for your leadership and hard work.
Thanks to Christine Danielson for her
presentation on the work of the Social
Action team. In addition to wrapping
up a successful Minnesota FoodShare
Month, they offered another installment in the Building the Beloved
Community Safety conversation. They
are also working with LSS’s Circle of
Welcome to provide support to recent
refugees to America. The team has
some exciting work ahead of them and
lots of ideas for future work and are
always looking for help within our
community.
— Martha Hansen, Council secretary

Have a question, idea or concern? Contact a Council member or team lead
Jeff Schmidt, Council President
Deb Ahlquist, Past President

Ross Robey, Financial Secretary
David Alstead, Assistant Financial
Secretary

David Alstead, Worship & Music
Gay Bartholic, Stewardship

Rhonda Tjaden, Vice President

Nick Consoer, Member at Large

Martha Hansen, Secretary

Karen Osen, Member at Large

Mary Gwen Thompson, Children, Youth
& Family
Harvey Jaeger, Property

Mark Thompson, Treasurer

John Toso, Member at Large

David Hansen, Membership

Jackie Hippen, Assistant Treasurer

Open, Finance

Christine Danielson, Social Action
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The Back Pew
Overheard at church –
Child 1, watching a movie about
the Easter story: “This isn’t how
it really went.”
Child 2: “There’s no Easter
bunny!”

This thank-you gift includes a picture of Peter’s daughter, Lori.

Remembering The Immanuel Bus
I had the opportunity this spring to sit down with Peter Draine
and talk about his experience driving The Immanuel Bus. Watching his face as he talked about the adventures — the transmission
freezing up, running out of gas on the highway,
sleeping outside because they couldn’t find their
campsite, etc. — I’m not sure who had more fun:
the youth or Peter.

Dear friends,
Thank you to all who helped with and cooked
for Chili Fest in March. It was a crazy cold
day, but we had a really good crowd. There
were many, many chilis to choose from, plenty of tasty cornbread and treats, and lots of
conversation.
And thank you to Caroline Thompson, Mary
Gwen Thompson, Linda Tantzen, and Martha
Hansen for helping lead faith formation this
year. You are flexible, knowledgeable, and
creative people. The kids are blessed to have
you.
— Emily King

It was the days of the infamous giant tent, with
boys on one side and girls on the other. Apparently there was no room for hanky-panky. Peter was
often kicked out to sleep under the stars due to his snoring.
Bus time was for talking and singing. No music. Pranks were common, of course. The back seats of the ’69 Ford were removed to
hold sleeping bags, tubs of snacks, and other gear.
There was a trip every year. They traveled to Texas (with a quick
jaunt into Mexico), Colorado, the Boundary Waters. They tubed
on the river in Iowa. They volunteered on a reservation. They
camped out or stayed at churches or schools.
Peter forged a friendship with Pastor John Lohre, the youth minister in those days. And he was a medic, supervisor, and confidante
to the youth. “I looked forward to that time with the kids,” he said.
— Emily King

Important Dates to Know
May 29: Art Show closes
May 30: Officed closed for Memorial Day

August 8–12: Immanuel’s Music &
Arts Camp

June 5: Coffee Hour honoring 2022 graduates

August 21: Pickup choir in worship

June 12: Summer pickup choir in worship

Looking ahead

June 13–17: Faith & Science Adventures! day camp

September 10: Council retreat & RIH training

June 13–16: Junior Adventures! family VBS

September 11: Rally Day

July 4: Office closed for Independence Day

September 23-24: Flea Market sale days

July 9–13: Youth trip with Wilderness Canoe Base

October 9: 150th Anniversary celebration banquet

July 24: Church picnic & pickup choir in worship

